
Expanding Access to Quality
Treatment for Women in Chad
Women suffering from fistula in Chad will have access
to a regional medical center which specializes in
treating women with fistula, thanks to one woman’s
very generous gift to The Fistula Foundation. Her
donation will help The Center for Reproductive
Health and Fistula Repair become a center of
excellence with the capacity to treat even more
women suffering from obstetric fistula. The Center’s
strategic location in Chad’s capital city of
N’Djamena, near the country’s borders with
Cameroon, Nigeria and Niger, means that women 
throughout the entire region will benefit.

This new infusion of support enables Fistula Foundation partner Women and
Health Alliance International (WAHA) to work with the Chadian Ministry of
Health to expand the Center’s ability to offer high-quality fistula treatment to
more women throughout the border region. 300 women will receive fistula
repair surgeries, transportation and follow-up medical visits, and medical staff

continued on page 2

Page 3 | Launch of Half the Sky
Movement: The Game Builds
Awareness, Funding for Fistula
Treatment

Page 4 | Mother’s Day is 
May 12: Honor Your Mother
with Gifts that Heal

Page 6 | Teri Whitcraft, Senior
Producer for ABC News, Joins
Fistula Foundation Board of
Directors

Page 7 | Supporter Spotlight:
•  Students at Marymount
Manhattan College Raise Funds
for Women in DR Congo

•  Photographer Builds
Awareness Through NYC
Exhibit

•  5-year-old Turns a $25 Gift
Into $900 in Matching Support

Page 8 | Your Donations 
at Work
•  Ethiopia
•  Afghanistan
•  Uganda
•  Niger

IN THIS ISSUE
© Paula Allen / V-Day

Transformations
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Celebrate Mother’s Day in a Special Way
Mother’s Day will be here soon, on Sunday, May 12th. Why not celebrate in a special
way? This Mother’s Day, change one woman’s life forever, and share that experience
with someone special in your life. For more details, turn to page 4.

The Fistula Foundation
1900 The Alameda
San Jose, CA 95126
866-756-3700

Sylviane* is now healed,
thanks to surgeons at the
Center.

Health care
workers at the

Center for
Reproductive

Health & Fistula
Repair in Chad.

*Name changed to protect patient privacy.



Expanding Access to Quality Treatment for Women in Chad… continued from page 1

and nurses will receive training from senior fistula experts. Patient data collection will be improved, which
will enable a higher level of patient care over the course of treatment. WAHA will also be able to work with
partners throughout Chad to establish patient referral links, and strengthen social reintegration support for
women both before and after surgery.

WAHA has high hopes for the success of the next 
phase of this project. In a message to the
foundation, WAHA Director General, Dr. Sinan
Khaddaj, wrote, “The personnel at the facility are
highly motivated to provide improved fistula repair
services through the implementation of the project’s
activities, thereby raising the standard of the fistula
surgery performed in Chad. It is essential for the
project’s success that we will be able to
continuously
leverage this
commitment and
motivation to
create a fistula
center that
provides high
quality care and
treatment.”

Patients stroll
the grounds of
the Center for
Reproductive

Health and
Fistula Repair

in Chad.

Kenya: One Woman’s Story

Beatrice was 16 when she developed a fistula, 
which resulted from two days laboring at home 
with a traditional birth attendant. When her situation
became life-threatening, medical attention was
sought. She finally arrived at the nearest hospital,
Homa Bay Hospital, and gave birth to a stillborn
baby. She then began to leak urine uncontrollably. 

Hospital staff had recently received training in
obstetric fistula management through a program
sponsored by The Fistula Foundation and managed
by our partner, Direct Relief International (DRI). They
were quickly able to refer Beatrice to another site
that receives support from both organizations:

continued on page 6

Country Facts

Population: 10.7 million

Average births per woman: 6

Births attended by 
skilled personnel: 14%

Population living in poverty 
(below $1.25 per day): 62%

Maternal mortality: 1 in 15
(chances a woman will die 
during childbirth)

Beatrice*, age 16, lives in western Kenya.
*Name changed to protect patient privacy.
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CEO Kate Grant meets with Dr. Sinan Khaddaj, Dr. Felicité
Belingar and Dr. Nessi of WAHA at the Center in Chad.



Now, helping a woman with fistula receive the surgery
she needs is as easy as playing a game. On March 4,
Half the Sky Movement: The Game launched on
Facebook. The game is the next iteration in the Half
the Sky Movement, a call-to-action to end the
oppression of women and girls worldwide, centered
around the book and documentary film of the same
name by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas
Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. 

In this new game, players progress through a series
of quests and stories related to challenges that real-
world women and girls face, through examples
provided by The Fistula Foundation and the six other
NGO partners featured in the game, including:
GEMS, Heifer International, United Nations
Foundation, ONE, Room to Read and World Vision.

The game provides an opportunity to learn more
about problems impacting women in developing
countries, and presents
obstetric fistula to new
audiences in an
approachable way. The game is also a chance to act
online for real-world change offline, thanks to Fistula
Foundation’s long-term partner, Johnson & Johnson.
Because of their generous contribution, you and

others who play 
the game will
collectively send

$250,000 to women who are waiting for fistula repair
surgeries that will transform their lives. 

The game earned
much positive
acclaim and media
attention during
March launch
events in Los
Angeles and New
York City. The
Fistula Foundation
is thrilled to
engage players to
help women
around the world in
this exciting, new
way. We hope
you’ll play!

Launch of Half the Sky Movement:
The Game 
Builds Awareness, Funding for Fistula Treatment

You can help give a woman a new life, 
simply by playing a game.
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Nick Kristof appears at an event 
at Facebook in 2012.

At a Los Angeles game
launch event, Fistula
Foundation CEO Kate
Grant poses with Susan
Sweet, General Manager
of Neutrogena, who
represented Johnson &
Johnson.

Play now at facebook.com/HalftheGame



For a limited time, honor your mother with our
complete Dignity
Necklace and
Earrings set. When
she wears these,
your mother will
be reminded of
your beautiful gift
which will restore
a woman’s health,
in her honor.

Dignity Necklace 
and Earring Set: $175

Mother’s Day Special!
This Mother’s Day, change one wom              

In thanks for your donation, w                
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If you would like your gift to arrive for Moth                  
To make your donation, complete and r            
Or, simply give us a call toll free at 866-7               

In thanks for your donation of $95 or more, 
we are delighted to offer you a choice from one of
two impeccably styled, custom-designed 100% silk
Dignity Scarves
featuring an exquisite
floral design in cheerful
hues and a discreet
signature in the bottom
corner “The Fistula
Foundation from despair
to dignity.” A full 3 feet
by 3 feet square, this
versatile accessory can
be worn as a shawl,
knotted around the neck
or tucked over or under
your favorite sweater or
jacket. Your Dignity
Scarf is presented in a
gift box matching the
scarf itself – perfect for
gift-giving!

Dignity Scarves: $95 

The silver-plated Dignity Bracelet incorporates
The Fistula Foundation logo and the word Dignity
in English on one side and in Amharic, the most
common language in Ethiopia, on the other side
of the central bead.
In thanks for 
your donation 
of $125 or
more, your
Dignity Bracelet
is presented in a
special gift box.

Dignity Bracelet: $125 

In thanks for your donation of $65 or more, to
express our gratitude for supporting the work of
the Foundation, we proudly offer these silver-
plated Dignity Earrings, pre sented in an attractive
gift box. Custom-designed to
complement the Dignity
Necklace, your Dignity Ear rings
can be worn together as a set
or separately. Our Dignity
Earrings are a lovely and
sophisticated choice and make
a memorable gift as well.

Dignity Earrings: $65 

In thanks for your donation of $150 or more, we
proudly offer you this silver-plated Dignity
Necklace, presented in a lush black velvet jewelry
box. This custom-designed necklace incorporates a
single cultured pearl, the
universal symbol of health
and purity, into a drop
pendant. A versatile
choice, your Dignity
Necklace will be perfect
when worn on special
occasions and or casually
elegant when paired with
your favorite jeans.

Dignity Necklace: $150 
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     an’s life forever, and share that experience with someone special in your life. 
     we can send a personalized card or gift to you or another person for you. 

                    249-9596 | 866-756-3700 (toll free) • Fax: 408-244-7328 • Email: info@fistulafoundation.org • www.fistulafoundation.org

         her’s Day, please place your order with us by phone or online no later than Friday, May 3.
      return the enclosed form by mail. Donate online anytime at www.fistulafoundation.org. 
         756-3700 (408-249-9596 outside the US) Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific time.

By far, the most inspiring Mother’s Day gift imaginable is
a Love-A-Sister gift. Join the Love-A-Sister program and
cover the cost of one woman’s free, safe fistula surgery.

You may choose to fully sponsor one woman’s surgery by making a one-
time donation of $450 or a monthly donation of $37.50 for 12 months. In
thanks, we proudly offer you this personalized certificate celebrating that this
life-changing donation has been made in your name or in honor of someone you love.

Help Pay for a Portion of One Woman’s Surgery
You may also choose to make a Love-A-Sister donation to help pay for 
a portion of one woman’s surgery. 

$240  can help provide transportation for 
         12 women in need of treatment
$85   can help provide nursing care for one patient
$50   can help provide either an anesthetist or
         lab tests for one patient’s surgery

We offer this beautiful Tribute Card for all Love-A-Sister donors
making contributions of $50 or more, intended to help pay for a portion of
one woman’s surgery. Ideal as a gift, this large card is 6” by 9” in size and opens up
to three colorful panels illustrating the Love-A-Sister donation choices mentioned
above. Your card can be personalized to feature the handwritten name of your
honoree and your name as well – a thoughtful added personal touch!

 
Jane Smith   has changed one woman s life  

forever, covering the cost of her  
obstetric fistula surgery 

 
This compassionate gift brings healing to 

one woman who has suffered a life of  
misery and isolation, simply for trying to 

bring a child into this world.   The surgery 

she receives will transform her life and give 

her the priceless gift of health. 

 LOVE-A-SISTER CERTIFICATE  

THE FISTULA FOUNDATION  |  1900 THE ALAMEDA, SUITE 500, SAN JOSE, CA 95126 U.S.A. 

To thank you for your donation of $10 or more, we will mail a Mother’s
Day Tribute Card to you or to someone special in your life. This card can
be personalized to feature the hand written name of your honoree and
your name – a lovely way to celebrate Mother’s Day this year and share
with those you love how good it feels to help restore health to women
suffering from fistula.

Mother’s Day Tribute Card: $10

Dear 
As a special tribute this Mother’s Day,

made a contribution to the Fistula Foundation in your honor.

This generous gift will be used by the Fistula Foundation to treat and prevent

obstetric fistula, a debilitating childbirth injury caused by prolonged, obstructed

labor. Every year 100,000 women across the developing world are devastated by

obstetric fistula.
On behalf of the women seeking treatment and all of us working to support their

care, we wish you a Happy Mother’s Day!Sincerely,
The Fistula Foundation

Happy Mother’s Day

Love-A-Sister Tribute Gifts



The Fistula Foundation is thrilled to announce the newest member of
our Board of Directors: Teri Whitcraft. Ms. Whitcraft is a Senior
Producer for ABC News’ Special Units, where she develops and
produces original content and special projects for ABC News’ top-
rated broadcasts. She has produced primetime hours for Diane
Sawyer, Charles Gibson, Barbara Walters, Bob Woodruff and Connie
Chung, and her work has been recognized with multiple Emmy, Cine
Golden Eagle, Amnesty International and NAACP awards.

Ms. Whitcraft was introduced to The Fistula Foundation in 2011,
when she served as the coordinating producer for ABC News’ year-
long, division-wide global health series "Be the Change: Save a Life.”
This groundbreaking series produced more than 60 stories from 20
countries on four continents. Halfway through the series, Teri
launched the Million Moms Challenge, dedicated to building a global
online community around the dream shared by mothers everywhere:
a healthy pregnancy, a safe birth, and a baby who will survive and
thrive. The Million Moms Challenge brought together nearly two
dozen nonprofit organizations, including The Fistula Foundation, and
raised nearly $1.5 million for organizations working on maternal and
newborn health.

We are honored that Teri has joined our Board and thrilled to have
her help in guiding the Foundation’s communications efforts.

Teri Whitcraft, Senior
Producer for ABC News,
Joins Fistula Foundation
Board of Directors

Fistula Foundation
Board Of Directors

CHAIR

Kassahun Kebede

DIRECTORS

France Donnay, MD

Sohier Elneil, MD

Sarah Omega Kidangasi

Stephen Saunders, Esq.

Robert Tessler, Esq.

Linda Tripp

Teri Whitcraft

Larry William, MD

Susan Wilson

We’re Helping 
Women In:
Afghanistan

Angola

Bangladesh

Chad

Congo

Ethiopia

Guinea

Kenya

Nepal

Niger

Nigeria

Pakistan

Senegal

Somalia

Somaliland

Sudan

Tanzania

Uganda

Zambia
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One Woman’s Story…
continued from page 2

the Nyanza Provincial General
Hospital in Kisumu, Kenya.
Transportation was arranged 
and the surgery was scheduled. 

Thanks to the availability of fistula
repair surgery at Nyanza Provincial

General Hospital and the quick referral from health workers trained to
recognize her condition, Beatrice's fistula was successfully repaired
less than one month after it had developed. Today, Beatrice is dry 
and is back in school.

Early treatment and a strong support system are the keys to
preventing the severe stigma and isolation that many women with
fistula endure – because no woman should have to suffer from such 
a devastating, preventable injury, simply for trying to bring a child 
into the world.



Students at Marymount Manhattan College Raise Funds for Women in DR Congo
In December, students at Marymount Manhattan College
in New York City performed Ruined, a play about the
challenges women face in war-ravaged Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC). Through the performance, the
cast and crew raised $2,700 for Fistula Foundation
partner Panzi Hospital in DRC – nearly $1,000 above the
fundraising goal they had set for themselves. In a letter
to The Fistula Foundation, director David Mold, who also
serves as Chair of the university’s Division of Fine &
Performing Arts, wrote: “It has been amazing for the
students to discover that theatre can move people to
take action and they are thrilled to make a differ ence in
the lives of at least six women in the DRC.”

Photographer Builds Awareness 
Through New York City Exhibit
Fistula Foundation supporter and photographer
Veronica Gray, of Laguna Beach, California, has long
been committed to bringing awareness to the plight of
women suffer ing from obstetric fistula, and frequently
puts her skills as a photographer to use to shine a light
on this and other issues facing women. Veronica’s
photos from a recent trip to the Hamlin Fistula Hospital
in Ethiopia were displayed at a gallery show in New
York City last fall, organized by digital storytelling and
citizen journalism group, Salaam Garage. The Fistula
Foundation is delighted to have her support and
thrilled that her talent is working to raise awareness of
this heartbreaking injury in new circles.

5-year-old Turns a $25 Gift Into $900 in Matching Support 
One of the Fistula Foundation’s youngest supporters is Ayana, a 5-year-old
philanthropist-in-the-making who lives in western Canada. Ayana is adopted and wanted
to do something to support women and girls living in her birth country of Ethiopia. Her
mother, Lisa, is a Fistula Foundation supporter and activist who runs the Knit for Fistula –
Blanket Project group on Facebook, an online community that knits blankets for fistula
patients at Hamlin Fistula Hospitals in Ethiopia.

Inspired by her mother’s commitment to helping women with fistula, no doubt, Ayana
decided to give her entire savings – $25 – to The Fistula Foundation to help fund
surgery for a woman in Ethiopia. When her mother sent an adorable video of Ayana
announcing that she wanted to give her money to – in her words – “the womens” in
Ethiopia, we knew that other supporters would be as touched as we were about her gift.

Simply by posting her video to The Fistula Foundation’s Facebook page, Ayana’s
generous $25 contribution turned into matching donations of $900 from others who

were inspired by her gift. A big thanks to Ayana, Lisa, and so many of you who helped fund two fistula repair
surgeries for two women in Ethiopia!

Supporter Spotlight
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CEO Kate Grant attends a photography exhibit featuring
photos by supporter Veronica Gray in NYC.

Marymount Manhattan College students raise $2,700 
for women in Democratic Republic of Congo

5-year-old Ayana,
pictured with her mother,

Lisa, raised $900 for
women in Ethiopia.



Afghanistan 

Our partner CURE International
Hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan,
reported completion of
advanced fistula repair training
for their OBGYN faculty. Their
fistula outreach program has
been expanded into rural
regions of Afghanistan and
training has been provided to
three healthcare workers from
outer provinces.

Ethiopia

36 fistula repair surgeries
were performed at Gondar
University Hospital, reports
our partner WAHA. The
hospital is the is the only
facility providing compre -
hensive emergency obstetric
care for a population of more
than 4 million people.

Your Donations at Work

Uganda

In Uganda, our partners at
Kitovu Hospital reported
completion of a fistula repair
camp at which 69 women
received fistula repair surgery.

Photo courtesy of Worldwide Fistula Fund

© Jody Flurie / CURE International

Niger

Worldwide Fistula Fund
reported that Fistula Foundation
funding was used in Niger to
complete 138 fistula repair
surgeries, as well as sponsoring
training for an on-site surgeon
in advanced fistula repair
surgery.
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